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First Recipients of Grace Murray Hopper Award 
~~~~~~~~~~----.., 
Captain Hopper flanked by award winners Lt. Cmdr. Schneberger (left} and Lt. Cmdr. Clair. Nf•r 
by Navy Journalist 
Randall W. Gentry 
As computer based processing systems 
become ever more pervasive in suppor-
ting the Navy's mission, the Computer 
Technology Programs at the Naval Post-
graduate School (NPS) play an essential 
role in providing Naval and Marine Corps 
officers with the necessary skills to lead 
effectively in the computer oriented age. 
Highlighting the worthy contribution of 
these programs, while honoring a naval 
officer who is an internationally recog-
nized pioneer and authority in the field, 
the initial "Captain Grace Murray Hopper 
Computer Technology Award" was re· 
cently established. 
The first two "Captain Grace Murray 
Hopper Computer Technology Awards" 
were presented by Captain Hopper 
herself al the December graduation 
ceremonies to U.S. Navy lieutenant 
Commanders Scott L. Schneberger and 
William C. Clair, two graduates of the 
Computer Systems and Computer 
Science curricula, respectively. 
6 
Captain Hopper, 75, who will be the 
oldest person on active duty in the armed 
services after Admiral Hyman G. Rick-
over's retirement early next year, is a 
computer expert, and an advisor to the 
Commander, Naval Data Automalion 
Command in Washington, D.C. After 
graduation and commissioning at mid-
shipman school, she was assigned to the 
first computer in existence, 38-years-ago 
at Harvard University. 
Captain Hopper retired December 31, 
1966, but was asked to come back on 
active duty In August, 1967. Each year the 
Navy Continuation Board has to approve 
her continuation on active duty. It took a 
special act of Congress to make her a 
captain in 1973 because of her age. 
She holds a Ph.D. from Yale University 
and 10 honorary doctorate degrees from 
other universities in engineering science, 
public service and law. 
"I've heard her talk at the school (NPS) 
twice and interviewed her in her office in 
Washington to get information for my 
thesis," said Lt. Cmdr. Schneberger. "She 
gave my thesis partner and me some great 
advice .. . she's a remarkable woman." 
Lt. Cmdr. Clair said, "I feel deeply 
honored to be given an award in her 
name by her. I think it's something that 
the school needed to do, perhaps, to 
recognize her many accomplishments in 
the field." 
Selection of the candida1es for the 
award was made on the basis of thesis 
quality, academic performance and dem-
onstrated leadership ability in the study of 
computer technology. The selection 
committee was composed of the NPS 
Computer Technology Curricular OUi-
cer, the Department Chairman and 
Academic Associates. 
Recipients of the award receive a 
suitably inscribed plaque and a three-year 
membership in the Data Processing 
Management Association or the lnslitute 
of Electrical and Electronic Engineers for 
Computer Systems and Computer 
Science graduates. Permanent displays, 
listing the winners of the awards, will be 
placed in headquarters of the Naval Data 
Automation Command in Washington, 
O.C., and here at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. 
Lt. Cmdr. Schneberger will report to the 
staff of the Commander in Chief, Pacific 
Fleet, in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
Lt. Cmdr. Clair will report aboard the 
newly commissioned nuclear carrier Carl 
Vinson (CVN-70) as the Damage Control 
Assistant. 0 
